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There’s always excitement
where East meets West

Over the past decade many Irish
investors have bought in Turkey.
However, this continental
crossroads has been attracting
interest for thousands of years,
and has more to offer than may at
first meet the eye, reports

MAURICE NEWMAR

0 WHAT® Turkey
®ol  that epuld
ke i average
Irish investor sit
wp and  ake
notiee? Well, lots of thing
actually. And we're ol just
talking holiday home
investment here either

Thils |8 Aot to &4y thal vois
cant buy holiday bhomes
here, it's just that there's o
kol more goang on in this
fascinating country than
mantannlng.

It's in lstanbul that vou
ein really see the truse dvra
mism of Tarkey's eeonomic
growth

k ytr
mental notes

FEEIOn Vour
likehe like this: [
hig town of, maybe, six:
lion people; the Bosphorus
Is & nurrow strip of sea that
divides the city (it is alio
known as the Istanbul
Suraft, and s th iy link
between the Rlick Sea
thi | Marmara, wh
comeets 1 the Aegean anmd
v the Mediterranean

shde of the city B n
in Asia,
ETCs L
that makes a lovely picture
At sunset; that's about i

| B8

U pOur
impressions, there
are a few gapk Ukt need
filling. Let's start with the
popalation. There are 16
million people in Istanbul
hat's big. And it's getting
blgger every year

Rushing

The impression one gets
driving towands the ity in
that 1t i rushing oul o
mieel pewcomers as they
arrive. You do not appraach
the city centre via older
wuburbs, bt throogh mikes
upon miles of apartment

taweT ks In various
stage mstruction. I
makes  Dablin's  rapid

growth of the past decade
lpok positively sedate by
comparizon

Whether 1t be as a poten
rHLOr OF merely as an
In ol kst i vou ame
CVET JIVET AR GPROTTRITY 10
B0 o Istanbul you must
take it Its combipati
Middle Fastern hazaar g
midern European city Is
utterly wndgque

Of conrse, there ane {he
city's famous  architectural
sights. The wisually stun-
ning Avasofya msenm was
constrocted in the sivth con
tury. A Christlan chvarch, it
was wmed inte & mosque
kn the 15t centiary, then de

-,

The Astrum Towers developenent. just 10km from the akport

Cantral tanbut: & hugely exciting and ragid
and jewels have been traded since before Christian times

conseerated in the 20th. Its
bl ad i you've ot any
sense of history at all, it
knock your socks off. Check
out the Viking grafitii
Apparently Ragnar woz ‘ere
in 987 Avazolya was
already very old even then

Directly opposite Is the
Blug Modgue, which 15 also
big, Amd beauriful

The old town rocks along.
buzzing with life and
energy. Trams jingle, walt
e and shophkecpers banter
and cajole on the pave-
ments, and wive afler cos
mapalitan wave of peaple,
drensed fni styles from New
York ehio to Amritsar ele
gant, wash alomg wide bou
levards and int exciting
sdde strects with a whiff of
antiguty

The Grand Bazaar is a
2,000 year-old shopplog
centre where traders v
bought and sold  precious
metals and pewellery sinoe
biblical tmes. Dos't make
eye-contact with the trades
men. They'll overchange you
for whate i bay, Al
yet you'll | ih you e
haggled yoursell o guud Ly
gain and be happy with
your purchase

Experienced Middle Exst
and North Africa hapds
maintain that the Turkish
vendors are the least
Rotweiler-like 1n thelr
determination to sell you a
carpet or i puzzle ring. And
Ii's true that they will take
vour dismissal with a snsle
anel i wave.

Most exotic of all, how
ever, k8 the city's back-
ground musie, provided five

A wise investor ol o capialse sehern you come rom and
TR g his investiment in the ot " L]

Iﬂ“ﬁtl’m!ihe fistiire, through & combi- m:mmhm
T T Lt natian of holiday rentals fortable and happy. If itis
area well and capital all w
e “The Bodrum regionhas  help you, they wil,
PETER Callwood has just alwiys been a popular The

ta il &wnui‘;ll Mmmiﬂ:m ment has boen wvery care-

at RegMim’s n Turkey as designed o ansure

Bargylia development on s visitors from . wmmt
the Badrum Peninsular. He soys Peter. Lakas maKimum sdvan-
paid just over £50m. Wealthy Turks find the tage of the natural beauty
“H:'hnﬂhndh:'m climate on the e of tha I.Illﬂ:-'

aption in t wery pleaiant even putting s wide range
mlim.mﬂngmmch’ height of summer. This s practical and beisure facili-
i iy Turkey ha had largely bocause there tiog within very sasy
detkded it would make & always o broezs watting .
wise Investmant. Dwn across from the Asgean. For further information
g ok e I'H-r-::' ither Regnmm fvelops
wawe money on are very -
day accommodation as appoar to be m[ muenis, b 0w do terewe.neg-
well a3 having great Inmhmhqm LEUTH

tmes o day n= the Fakthiul
are called to prayer. ¥
every mosque in the city the
haunting call of the Mues
zin rimgs oul The geeral
populating seem not o

notice. For them, of cowrse,
s a8 ryciy as chuorch
beils are for

Evocative

But for the western vistor
thers b no mwce evocative
souiid in the warld When

really know
Wiy

hoieme. [t is unterly theillin

I you should hapgen to
hear the eall as you sit on &
park bench and watch dol
phins gambaking around the
supertankers that ploogh
up and down the Bospho-
rus, you, will hove & memery
that will lust forever

But what abaut the prop
urty?

Over the past len years
Unreancds of Irish buyers

have taken Turkish prop
erty on  board. Whore
there's growth, ihere's

apportunity, A well-estal
tished company called ‘Reg
num’ s offering some splen
did accommodation in
varlety of developnients

You can declde for your
self whether you want yo
vt 10 b a 'fifes
choloe or & pore fimaneis
L

Lifestyle
Lifestyle bBuyers may br
ed in the Bargylis

Pe
This Is an area of
stunning natural brauty,
and Hargylin makes the
most o weathon with
private with
ampched burs and  Festau
rants, shisps, and children’s
play . aress, Over 1 pew
apartments are  almost
ready hiere. The key words
are privacy, luzury, and
valite for momey, You won'l
fose out with a hol
Bume in this develup
Prices here range from
mround £50,000

More pragmatic ivvestors
may want to get in L
Istanbal readilential marked
Again, Hegnum have oppor
tunities available

Prices rangs from the
E30000 price range 10 the
Astrum Towers deve
ment, just 1W0km from the
lrprt
Get more information st
wrw, regrrumbom es.com
or ring DO 207 B30 T550
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